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Contributors
Logan Bailey is a senior and is tragically graduating this April. He

claimed a writing major in September 2013 when he transferred in and is
surprised that he is already graduating. He moonlights as the singer and
mediocre guitarist of his band Red Legs (that he thinks everyone should
look up, because he is shameless), and he also is an avid fan of anything
paleontology related. He plans on obtaining his MFA eventually, unless
the whole rock-star thing actually pans out. Then again, he figures an MFA
probably would be fairly useful in writing tunes too, so he’d probably go
for it anyway. He thinks that fishladder is a “really cool thing” and hopes
everybody “at least sort of ” enjoys reading his little poem that they were
kind enough to publish. He says goodbye.

Alice Billin is an illustration major at grand valley. When she is not

doodling in the margins of her story notes, she is usually writing story notes
on the edges of her doodles. She is currently living in Wyoming Michigan,
and probably presently drinking tea. Billin wrote The Rail Rider’s Almanac
in Todd Kaneko’s WRT 330 class, which she highly recommends to anyone
who is looking for a class to practice and fine-tune their story writing. This
is her first time being published in fishladder and she is very excited to be a
part of it.

Kaylee Britton is a traditional artist and jewelry designer, but

creates with unconventional mediums and subjects. Her work reflects the
connections between humans, the importance of the objects they collect,
and death. She is a studio art major with an emphasis in illustration. Some
of her hobbies include collecting bones, attending drag shows and discussing
body positivity. She goes by the artist name Dekaylee on social media and
runs an Etsy store for her creations.

Kelly Brown is the current Web Copy Editor for Create and Craft

USA and is a resident of both Grand Rapids and Traverse City, Michigan.
She was a previous contributor for MyNorth.com and The Awesome Mitten
and her work has been published in Grand Valley’s Writers Club “Running
out of Ink.” She is inspired by historical events, Joyce Carol Oates, Kurt
Cobain, beer, and human nature. She spends her time practicing yoga,
dreaming about owning a chicken, reading, and of course, writing.

Marrissa Dillon was born in 1992 in Caro, Michigan. Marissa

started to take an interest in photography her senior year of high school. She
is currently studying photography at Grand Valley State University. Marissa
is passionate about documentary photography and Street Photography. She
enjoys having the world around her be her studio.
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Katie Dooley is a writing major and a senior at Grand Valley. She

has been writing since before she can remember and has been interested in
poetry since early high school. Poetry has been her preferred genre choice
since she started college and sometimes there is a rare chance that something
salvageable will come from the many attempts and multiple drafts that go
into her writing process.

Audrey Fox likes piña coladas and getting caught in the rain.

She is a freshman at Grand Valley, majoring in classics and minoring in
anthropology. She is currently the Assistant Fiction Editor for fishladder and
will be the Head Fiction Editor next year. Her best friend is her fifteenyear-old cat, George. In her free time, Audrey volunteers at the Muskegon
Humane Society and plays piano. She is an avid skier and knitter, she plays
tennis, and she loves plants even though they rarely love her back. She is
honored to be a part of fishladder in so many ways, and is very excited about
this year’s edition.

Jonathan Greenwald isn’t good at drawing; he’s good at drawing

badly. This is his senior year at GVSU and is looking forward to graduation.
More of his work can be seen at greenwaldillustration.com. You can contact
him to do art things there. He’ll enjoy that.

Nathan Holtrey is a creative writing major and works as a consultant
at Grand Valley’s Writing Center. Nathan constantly seeks to create stories
that explore what it means to be human. Nathan’s creative pieces tend to
explore the multi-layer relationships within families, usually in the face of
bizarre-fictional realities. In his free time, Nathan enjoys watching good
television, reading good books, and complaining about bad movies. He’s
always wanted a pair of footie pajamas, and he’s never been to Disneyland.

Michelle Kuznicki is a junior majoring in writing, and will graduate

in the Spring of 2016. She has worked at the Writing Center for two years
and loves it. Typically, Michelle writes poetry and non-fiction, but she
dabbles in fiction as well. She wants to get her MFA in poetry, and continue
on to get her Ph.D so she can teach others about the beauty of poetry.

Yong Los is currently a sophomore at GVSU studying communications

and writing. He enjoys all writing, but prefers poetry and fiction. While he
may not be the most experienced or knowledgeable writer, he still enjoys
being able to share stories that readers can relate to. Yong also plays in a
band in which he writes lyrics in. Much of his inspiration for writing comes
from his favorite musicians and the way that they write lyrics. To Yong, there
is nothing cooler than some weird metaphors that make you question your
very existence.
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Krzysztof Lower grew up in rural West Michigan and received

his BFA in studio art with an emphasis in visual studies and a minor in
German from Grand Valley State University (GVSU) in 2015. In 2014,
he was awarded a summer Fellowship at Ox-Bow, and he was chosen
as the Outstanding Undergraduate Student by the Studio Art faculty at
GVSU. Since 2013, he has collaboratively worked to develop the Office for
Public Culture as a Research Assistant with Professor Paul Wittenbraker.
In 2013, he was awarded the Alexander Calder Honors Scholarship and
an Honorable Mention for Drawing in the GVSU Juried Art Exhibition.
Lower has received numerous grants for his research and his work is in the
collection at GVSU. In his free time, he enjoys music, movies, coffee, biking,
porching, cooking, and reading. Lower currently lives in Grand Rapids,
Michigan.

Stephanie Mabie has a mixed media photograph, "Disguise," featured
in this year's edition.

Jessica Magnan is a sophomore at Grand Valley, and her creative
nonfiction piece, "Life of Crayola," is featured in this year's edition.

Robert Manquen: “No shame in my game cause I will always be the
same…”

Kenzie McLain has two pieces featured in this years edition of

fishladder. The first is a poem titled "tl;dr" and the second is a creative
nonfiction piece titled "Divergence."

Bree Mullen has a photograph, titled "Still Lives," featured in this
year's edition.

Sierra Nakano has a poem, titled "Where I have Loved," featured in
this year's edition.

Matt Oberski has a photograph, titled "Force #2," featured in this
year's edition.

Stephanie Oesch is a senior English major who, when not reading

or writing, enjoys relentlessly following the production of films she never
intends to see. Her favorite parts of stories are their beginnings. Her least
favorite parts are the few seconds right before everything goes wrong.
Sometimes, though, it’s the other way around. She finds inspiration in
roadside attractions, speak-singing, and people who make her laugh. She
doesn’t find whales all that inspiring, but she likes writing about them all the
same.
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Margaret Phillips is a second year student, majoring in photography

at Grand Valley State University. Since she received her first camera at age
twelve, she’s been snapping shots of any and everything she finds interesting.
She’s inspired by new perspectives and experiments with them in her work.
She aspires to travel the world, bringing people together through new views
of old ways.

Allison Poschke is studying creative writing at Grand Valley State
University after spending her high school years dreaming about seeing her
name on the front cover of a young adult novel. She frequently buys books
and yarn instead of food, her only excuse being that "they are good for
the soul." When she isn't muttering to herself about dropped stitches and
disobedient characters, she enjoys telling her girlfriend corny jokes, eating,
and hiding from the Michigan winter.

Kirk Rasmussen is a graduate of Grand Valley State University with
a degree in documentary film production and environmental studies. He
currently works as a filmmaker/photographer for the National Outdoor
Leadership School in Lander, WY. Rasmussen uses photography to
communicate the alternative relationships between subject, place and the
development of time

Shelby Sullivan is a freshman attending Grand Valley State

University. Being born in Michigan, living in Michigan, and now attending
university in Michigan fuels her dream of one day traveling the world and
seeing new things. She has spent her whole life writing. In small journals
at first that date back to age 7, then longer manuscripts in an old Dell
computer tower, and now plenty of pieces stored in her laptop and posted
online. She loves animals, nature, and the culinary arts. Shelby hopes to be
fluent in at least three languages, aside from English, before she dies, and to
have written a real novel that she can publish and display on her bookshelf.
Even if she is the only one who reads it.

Jordan Szala is a sophomore studying painting, and is inspired by

artists like John Baldessari and Ed Ruscha. She is very excited to have her
work exhibited in fishladder this year.

A.J. Teall is a studio art major at Grand Valley. Her work examines the
material properties of various media, the negation of Expressionism as an
artistic practice, and queer/gender theory.

Kyla Traina is a senior in the Art and Design program at Grand Valley

State University. She is majoring in studio art with an illustration emphasis.
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Jessica Uccello is a photographer from Grand Rapids, Michigan

focusing mainly on conceptual and documentary photography. She will
be graduating this Summer 2015 with a Photography BA degree from
Grand Valley State University. She has pursued this work field and has been
photographing since her early teens. Her passion lies in the heart of being
able to create work that reveals a similar, but disparate thought to a single
viewer. With much of her work communicated in unique perspectives, the
audience is able to walk away with great impact. One of her older pieces,
"Isolation" was published in DISPLAY magazine, as well as exhibited in
Collins Art Gallery. The latest piece "Simulations" recently became part of
Grand Valley State University's permanent collection and is scheduled to be
displayed on their Red Wall Gallery in the near future. Post graduation she
hopes to embark on a new journey digging deeper into photography's roots,
and constructing art work that continues to draw her audience in.

Emily Vandenberghe currently attends GVSU and is majoring in
broadcasting and minoring in writing. She spends most of her days daydreaming
about tattoos and falling in love with stories. Recently, she studied abroad in
London and absorbed as much beauty and culture as she could. She misses the
city dearly. Like most people, Emily doesn’t know what she wants to do with
her life. Maybe she’ll be a publicist or work for a hit TV series. But whatever
the future holds for her, Emily will continue to chase and cherish stories

Daniel Wieten is originally from Muskegon, MI, and is a senior

and a writing major at Grand Valley State University. He is also the Head
Fiction Editor at fishladder for 2014, and was the assistant fiction editor for
the 2013 edition. Dan’s creative works center on relationships and building
scenes through heavy imagery. His nonfiction pieces work as catharsis for
his past, centering heavily on the codependent dynamic between family and
addiction. He is active in twelve step recovery, having been clean for seven
years. Dan has been a musician for most of his life, and considers it his main
passion. In his free time he spends entirely too much time on the internet,
works on his band’s second album, and hangs out with friends.

Bridgette Wilhelmi is an illustration major from Frankfort, Illinois.
Drawing pictures has always been a really important part of her life and she
especially likes to make work that brings joy to others. She's at her happiest
when she gets to be with her family and friends.
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